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BACK GROUND OF THF. INDENTION 
' Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to screening or testing for prostate specific antigen 
(PSA). More specifically, the present invention relates to a method for screening tor PSA from 
whole blood spotted on a solid support. Additionally, the present invention relates to a test >ii for 
screening or testing for PSA using the solid support. 
2- Description of the Prior Art 

Prolate adenocarcinoma accounts for the majority of malignancies in male, ovu : the 
ageof 65,. Yearly screening -for prostate cancer is recommended after the -age of -5 The:-.- I .sbeen 
~ considerable rfiort rowarn m^yiag "smtahle.prostale cancer market f ic a- -'-, s 
diagnosing this disease. 

? '~ - f ' f -^-'* «< meat cer.siUve matter of pwstaifc. fckitaciu.*dii* tf>ta,wi 
MK Canrft .199?; -7! (ra, j. I;: a 99- 905; Oesteriing JE. J lire! 1 991; I45:907.;-.S) PSa is also 
recognized as a proven screening vehicle (Gann PH, et al. J Amer Med Assoc 1 995; 273:289-94.; 
Catalona WJ, etal. J Urol 1994; 151:1283-90). It is the most sensitive front line test for Wentuying 
prostate gland-contained, and hence presumably curable, cancer. PSA is also nuM m dieting 
cliwpfh ? r >jf;,<^ f rrctrs. ac *;rd i« htcm, indolent microcaidr- K • - < : ,; or 
f^.-fc ^rl^ff^l r -te^I?«^te J2^ctice of digital f aMjft^TTaT^ir W ; 

Sample; hsMeetai. (ClmlnvestMed 199 3 fl6: 425-39) showcrf-t^i^cS' di^« 
••-aurn*,*^^^ -^ Tgnly a S>inhnal h^efit 

accrues from including DP.E in. the medical evaluation _.„. ... ... 

Prostate specific antigen has also been used to detect the onset of puberty in children 
between ages 8 and 25 years (Vieira J.G.H., et al. J Clin Endocrinol Metab 1994;78:1 185-H87). 
Since i-SAls an" '^^n^^^A Indits expression is" up-reguiated by androgenic 
steroid hormones, women with hyperandrogenic syndromes may also have elevated PSA in their 
serum. Additionally, PSA has now been found in the serum and extracts from breast tumors 
{Diamond* E.P.. Yu H. J Clin Endocrinol Metab 1995;80:1515-1517), indicating that it has utility 
in breast cancer screening and monitoring. 

Currently, PSA is tested by first collecting a blood specimen via venipuncture 
phlebotomy. This usually necessitates that the individual to be tested make a physician office or 
hospital visa. The blood so collected is usually processed for shipment to a suitable clinical 
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